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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Statement of the problem.--A study of attitudes of three 
groups of women resident students toward ten areas of residence 
hall living, represented on the Residence Hall Attitude 
Inventory, and of the effects produced on responses of attitude 
depending on the form of variable used in presenting the area 
for consideration. 
Justification of the study.--The study hopes to make a 
contribution to the area of projective testing with the use of 
photographs. It will provide information regarding the degree 
to which there is satisfaction and dissatisfaction in residence 
hall living areas, these areas being represented by the 
photographs and items presented. This information should help 
personnel at Boston University to gain a better understanding 
of some of the needs and problems of their students. The 
];/ 
author recognizes the merit in a statement by Whitney, that 
unless persons will seek and recognize unsolved problem 
situations, all activity will be governed by tradition, thereby 
creating a stagnancy in process, in product, and in human 
relationships. 
Scope of the study.--Each student residing in Shelton Hall 
a Boston University Residence Hall for Women, for at least one 
1/Frederick Lamson Whitney, The Elements of Research, Prentice-~all, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 1956, p. 1. 
-
Bosto;Vui versi t1j ·1 
School of Educatio:r:l ·;~ 
Library ' .· 
semester during the school year, 1958-591 was randomly placed 
in one of three groups . The author established before the 
random process was begun that names falling in group one would 
constitute the control group. This group was to respond to ten 
items presented in the form of a questionnaire, which will 
henceforth be referred to as Questionnaire A. Names in group 
two would constitute those students viewing ten photographs of 
scenes of a positive nature within the dormitory, these 
photographs labeled Set A, and students in group three would 
view photographs having a negative connotationj this group of 
photographs is labeled Set B. The scenes in Set A would, in 
sequence, correspond with those in Set B. In addition to 
seeing the photographs , which were projected onto a screen, 
groups two and three would respond with their reactions toward 
each picture on a prepared questionnaire. Both groups were 
given the identical questionnaire , this differing from 
Questionnaire A only in verbal presentation . This latter 
questionnaire is referred to in the study as Questionnaire B. 
Slight differences in wording were felt necessary for 
Questionnaire B, due to the addition of the visual aid. 
Definition of terms .--The words , "positive" and "negative" 
are used in this study rather broadly, and the author here 
attempts to clarify her conception of these terms . 
"Positive" is used with the broad concept of congeniality, 
content, satisfaction and enjoyment . 
2 
The term, "negative," applies broadly to apathy, dis-
interest, and, simply, rather a dull mood. 
In this study the author refers to "attitudes" as the 
feelings, or tendencies, of students toward the areas of 
residence hall living as presented pictorially and verbally. 
Limitations of the stud¥···The author recognizes weakness 
es present in both the verbal and the photographic instru-
ments. Some ambiguity in both forms was discovered. An 
attempt was made to affect this by showing the photographs, 
prior to the testing within Shelton Hall, individually to some 
thirty Boston University women students residing in 
' dormitories other than Shelton Hall. Results of this "pilot 
test" were extremely favorable from the standpoint of 
validating the author's attempts to show positive and negative 
scenes. The students being shown each picture in this 
informal pre-test responded to each photograph with an inter-
pretation similar to that of the author. Portrayal of 
positivity and negativity in the photographs was constructed 
for the majority of students; for recognition by the "normal" 
student. That is to say, the author expected the majority of 
subjects to discover apathy in a photograph, if this was 
attempted in portrayal. 
A possible limitation can be ascribed to the fact that, 
although the students were in their groups through a random 
process, the element of bias still cannot be entirely 
3 
disregarded; for the students who participated were those 
willing to give of their time and interest. From this stand-
point it cannot be rightly said that the examinees were a fair 
representation of the dormitory population . It can be quite 
safely assumed here that those students of a more indifferent 
nature, who may well have added considerable interest to the 
study, in general did not make an effort to participate. On 
the other hand, had the taking of the test been mandatory, one 
might assume that those forced to participate without interest 
would have invalidated the test to an unknown degree. II 
Actually, the third of the population which was present seemed 
to be a fairly representative cross-section of the residents of 
the Hall. The author was well acquainted with the majority of 
students in Shelton Hall, and observed that not only were the 
outstanding academic and student leaders present, but also 
many who were reputed by staff and student government members 
as individuals having disciplinary , academic, and emotional 
problems . The author holds that the motivating factor which 
led the interested students of their own accord to participate 
was a validating influence in itself . 
Another and evident limitation is the ever-present 
difficulty of obtaining truthful answers on such questionnaires 
as were given the three groups . As an initial step in obtain- II 
ing the most valid responses, the author deliberately attempted 
to avoid items which might be threatening, or which might 
4 
contain 11 charged11 words. At the time of the testing, the 
author, and her colleague, who administered the test to group 
one, attempted to curb this further by explaining the 
anonymity of the questionnaires. Also stressed was the 
importance of truthfulness on the part of the student if 
results of the study were to be helpful to residence hall 
personnel in attempting to meet some of the needs of their 
resident students. It is felt that, on the whole, the answers 
obtained on the questionnaires are reliable. This assumption 
is based on the earnest plea made to the groups, and on the 
sincerity expressed afterwards by many students with regard to 
enjoyment, appreciation, and interest in the instrument. 
Summary.--This study is one of attitudes of three groups 
of women resident students toward various areas of residence 
hall living, and of the effects produced on responses of 
attitude depending on the form of variable used in presenting 
the area for consideration. The variables, specifically,are: 
for group one, Questionnaire A, a listing of ten items 
concerning existent attitudes of students toward areas of 
residence hall living; for group two, Questionnaire B, the 
content same as that of Questionnaire A, and responded to while 
viewing Positive Photograph Set A; for group three, also 
Questionnaire B, responded to while viewing Negative Photograph 
Set B. Each group, then, responded to ten items on the 
questionnaire assigned to them, checking one of the four 
responses possible which best typified their feeling toward the 
item presented. Responses to Questionnaire B were determined 
with the aid or a set of photographs. Set A connoted content-
ment, happiness, and enjoyment. Set B consisted of comparable 
settings, but differed in the connotation. The mood expressed 
in this Set was negative, one or apathy, indifference. The 
information acquired as a result of the testing should indicate 
the worth of a set of instruments, such as the one used, as a 
projective technique for gauging attitudes. It should also 
indicate to residence hall personnel the degree to which 
satisfaction and dissatisfaction toward certain areas of 
dormitory living exists. 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
A review of literature concerning measurement of 
attitudes , specifically through projective devices, revealed 
interesting studies . Those felt most pertinent to this study 
will be introduced to the reader . 
Attitudes . --Since the study deals with attitudes, the 
author would like to present a definition of Washburne and y 
Megroth, who define attitudes as tendencies toward action . 
An attitude is therefore by definition dynamic, the description 
of which becomes meaningful to an individual only when see in 
dynamic context . They stress that students and educators 
alike deal not with attitudes but through them. In discussing 
attitudes of educators toward attitudes, they feel the 
definition must be extended to include a readiness toward 
action in a particular situation, in response to particular 
demands, at a particular time . 
In relation to this study, the author would like to refer y 
to a study by Woodruff and DiVesta, concerning the relation-
ship between values, concepts and attitudes. Their belief is 
l/Edward Megroth and Vera Z. Washburne, "An Attitude Toward 
Attitudes," Educational Administration and Supervision., Vol . 33 
1947, pp. 435-438. 
,g/Asahel D. Woodruff and Francis J. DiVesta ., "The Relationship 
Between Values, Concepts and Attitudes.," Educational and 
Psychological Measurements, Vol . 8, pp . 645-659 . 
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that values are governing factors in behavior, therefore 
values play rather an important vole in the determination of 
expressed attitudes. 
Projective testing devices.--certainly no study related to 
the field of projective testing can overlook the great contri-
butions of Murray and Rorschach. Henry Murray's Thematic 
Apperception Test, consisting of ambiguous drawings of people, 
employs the technique of free verbal response of the subject y 
to the pictures. Murray, in justifying his T.A.T., states 
that people tend to interpret an ambiguous human situation in 
conformity with past experiences and present wants. 
Rorschach's famous ink blot test also employs this free 
response technique, this time in reference to abstract ink-
blots on paper board. y 
Philip Rulon and colleagues conducted an experiment to 
see the effect of phonographic recordings on attitudes of 
subjects when compared with results of a pre-test and a post-
test. Results of the study showed that the recordings 
produced a significant change in students• attitudes. 
Attitude measurement using photography.--A study related 
J./ to the author's is one by Harold Proshansky. Proshansky used 
1/Henry A. Murray, T.A.T. Manual, Cambridge, Harvard University 
~ress, 1943, p. 1. 
2/Philip J. Rulon, et al., uThe Effect of Phonographic Record-
'I'ngs Upon Attitudes," Harvard Educational Review, Vol. 14, 
3/Harold M. Proshansky, "A Projective Method for the Study of 
Attitudes," Journal of Abnormal Sociological Psychology, Vol. 
38, 1943, pp. 393-395. 
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anti-labor and pro-labor pictures in a group of attitudes 
toward labor, asking subjects to interpret the photos by 
writing short stories about them. y 
Leoblowitz-Lennard and Riessman developed the Social 
Perception Test, a most interesting investigation of social 
attitudes. Their method involved the use of a series of 
pictures dealing with all areas of social interaction. Their 
assumption, that people confronted with the series of photo-
graphs would structure the situation in accordance with their 
basic attitudes, was based primarily on Murray 1s aforementioned 
justification of his Thematic Apperception Test. Leoblowitz-
Lennard and Reissman developed this study as a result of their 
feeling that, in much of the projective research undertaken, 
situations were too well-structured, eliminating the 
possibility of free-projective interpretation. They wanted to 
provide for the subject a social medium enabling him to 
project his latent as well as his open, obvious attitudes. 
l/Henry Leoblowitz-Lennard and Frank Reissman, Jr., 11A Pre-
Timinary Report on a Social Perception Test: A New Approach 
to Attitude Research," Social Forces, Vol. 24, 1945-46, pp. 
423-427. 
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CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURES OF THE STUDY 
Description of the sample.--All students living in 
Shelton Hall, a Boston University Residence Hall for Women, whol ]/ 
had resided there for one semester or more, were sent a letter 
asking their participation in the experiment. Four hundred and 
forty-nine students met this qualification. The letter was 11 
addressed to each student personally, and next to the student's 
name was the number which indicated whether she was assigned to 
group one, two or three. There were three possible times 
during the designated evening for members of the three groups 
to participate, and students were asked to report during one 
of these three times assigned to their group. Out of the four 
hundred and forty-nine students contacted, one hundred and 
forty-seven of those volunteered to participate in the study, 
this number constituting approximately one-third of the 
eligible population. The author will restate that the students 
were assigned randomly to one of the three groups through use 
of a table of random numbers. 
II Description of the instruments .--Two ~7es of instruments 
were utilized by the author: photographs,- and 
!/See Appendix A. 
~eproductions of the photographs are to be found in 
Chapter IV. 
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questionnaires. Questionnaire A was given to group one 1 and 
Questionnaire B to groups two and three. The number and 
content of each of the tern items of these two questionnaires 
corresponded with one another . Photograph Set A1 consisting of 
scenes within Shelton Hall with a positive 1 happy air 1 was 
shown group two . Group three viewed Set B 1 consisting of 
scenes similar to those in Set A1 but connoting apathy 1 
negativity . 
The subjects in the photographs with the exception of y 
Set B photo 1 were not known to the students being tested 1 
thereby preventing the projection of personal feelings toward 
particular individuals. 
In the selection of the tem items used in the study, the \ 
author first constructed an extensive list of attitudes that 
had been expressed daily by the students. These attitudes 1 all 
pertaining to some phase of living in Shelton Hall 1 denoted 
both content and discontent toward areas such as the social 
life 1 the physical facilities of the Hall 1 the food 1 the staff 
members and roommate situations . Corroboration of the author's 
observations was given through interviews with various 
dormitory personnel . The opinions of students were not sought 1 
!/See Appendix E .and Appendix c. 
2/It was felt that 1 to illustrate effectively an authoritative ~igure in an administrative role 1 one fairly well-known the 
students would have to be used . 
II 
as the author felt any preliminary introduction to the 
experiment would stimulate thinking, thereby biasing responses 
when the actual test was administered. The many expressions of 
attitude appearing on this initial list were categorized into 
ten principal areas. The process for constructing one general 
item for each of the areas was, in main, dependent on the 
feasibility of depicting these in the photographic medium. 
Many of the attitudes would have been most difficult to portray 
adequately; also, the opposite of a positive setting more often 
than not proved to be rather a melodramatic scene, in the 
attempt to produce a negative effect. A refined, second list 
was drawn on the basis of the above criteria. Construction of 
the questionnaires was completed upon the final decision of the 
ten areas to be represented, and of the scenes which would be 
employed pictorially. 
Following are the ten areas, with a brief description and 
explanation of the photographs: 
1. Living in a Dormitory Room 
Group two a picture of students enjoying a game of 
bridge 
Group three the same scene, with the subjects 
expressing disinterest and boredom 
2. Social Life 
Group two -- the start of a casual date 
Group three -- a girl signing out of the hall by 
herself 
12 
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3. Study Habits Within the Hall 
Group two -· girls in one of the floor study hallsJ 
diligent and intent upon their studies 
Group three -- the same setting with the students 
obviously daydreaming and not concen-
trating on their studies. 
The picture for the positive group is of 
a serious nature~ and that for the 
negative group a very light-in-tone 
picture . Since expressed attitudes 
indicated that students desired to study 
more, the serious photo was established 
as the one for the positive group . 
4. Dormitory Administrative Members 
Group two --a ~ttalking with a Resident 
Assistant (graduate student)J easily 
identifiable in the picture because or 
the particular furnishings of all Resi-
dent Assistant's rooms. 
Group three 
-- the Head Resident quite obviously 
"catching-in-the-act" a girl leaving 
the Hall wearing burmuda shortsJ this 
being a student government offense. 
5. Eating in the Dining Room 
Group two -- three girls enjoying one another's 
companyJ finding the meal time pleasant 
Group three -- group showing indifferenceJ 
with a slight suggestion or distaste 
6. Dormitory Roommates 
Group two -- two amiable, compatible roommates looking 
at a magazine 
Group three -- two roommatesJ one who seems to be 
somewhat hurt and is reprimanding the 
other . 
7. Boy and Girl Showing Affection for One Another 
Group two -- a boy and girl embracing in the vestibule 
Group three -- the same scene 
Since much discussion was to be heard 
constantly concerning the people who 
lingered in the Hall's vestibule, saying 
good-night to their dates, the author 
decided to portray the same scene to each 
of the groups, giving neither a positive 
nor a negative air to the photograph. 
It is obvious to the reader that the very 
nature of the photograph is the deter-
minant of the student's reactions which 
may be a positive or a negative attitude. 
8. Finding Something to do During Free Time 
Group two -- a happy crowd of girls in the Hall 1s 
activity room, with two playing ping-po 
others gathered singing around a piano 
Group three -- three girls sitting in the same room 
with looks of disinterest, boredom 
9. Receiving Telephone Calls 
Group two -* a girl enjoying a telephone conversation, 
obviously with a male 
Group three -- a girl sitting by a telephone, waiting 
for it to ring 
10. Receiving Mail 
Group two -- a girl radiant as she reads a letter 
Group three -- a girl whose mail box is empty, while 
others around her are reading their 
letters 
Method of procuring data.--The administration of the 
questionnaires and photographs was completed in one eveningj 
although the sample would most likely have increased by 
14 
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extending the testing over a period of days~ this might have 
tended to be a source of bias for the study. This~ as the 
lapse of two or three days would provide opportunity for the 
students to discuss the instruments. 
In the case of all three groups~ the students were asked to 
respond as honestly as possible~ noting their personal reaction 
to the item or item and picture presented by checking on the 
questionnaire the one degree of the four offered which best 
typified their attitude toward the item~ or item and picture. 
A time limit was not stipulated to group one, but the author's 
colleague~ who administered the test to this group~ explained to 
the students that it would be best not to "ponder" over the 
item~ and reports that the subjects~ on the average~ finished 
the test in one minute. 
The students in groups two and three were partially 
structured due to the control factor, which was the time 
involved in projecting the sets of photographs; however, any 
pertinent question raised for clarification was readily 
answered. Each photograph was shown for approximately forty-
five seconds. 
The photographs were 8 x 10 inches in size~ black and 
white~ and were projected onto a screen in a darkened room with 
the use of an opaque projector. Simultaneous with the projec-
tion of the pictures~ the author read the corresponding item in 
the questionnaire. Extreme care was taken to read each item to 
I' ;I 
I 
all groups with exactly the same inflection of voice , 
emphasizing no one word more than any other . 
Treatment of the data.--Responses of each student were 
tabulated onto a data sheet , and three null hypotheses were 
established to show whether differences existed among the three 
groups and ten items . 
The first null hypothesis may be stated as: there is no 
significant difference between membership in a particular 
group , or the technique assigned to a group, and a subject's 
response on the rating scale to each of the ten items on the 
Residence Hall Attitude Inventory . The statistical procedure 
used was a chi- square test , the formula being 
where 9 = actual frequencies 
E = expected frequencies 
This test for chi-square values involved a 3 x 4 table with six 
degrees of freedom . 
The second null hypothesis may be stated as: there is no 
significant difference membership in a particular group, or the 
technique assigned to a group , and combined positive and 
combined negative responses to each of the ten items on the 
Residence Hall Inventory . The statistical procedure used to 
determine whether differences existed was again a chi-square 
test, the formula being: 
../ 2 ( fa N - b N ) 2 
1- = l..\" lb la 
al + bl 
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This second chi-square test was computed by using a 3 x 2 table 
with two degrees of freedom, plaeing the two positive responses 
to each item for each group into one cell, and the two negative 
responses to each item for each group into one cell . 
The third null hypothesis established for the study may be 
stated as : There is no significant difference between a 
combination of any two of the three groups, or the techniques 
assigned to these groups , and combined positive and combined 
negative responses to each of the ten items on the Residence 
Hall Attitude Inventory. The formula used for obtaining this 
statistic was the same as above : however , the chi-square test 
comprised of a 2 x 2 table with one degree of freedom, comparing 
two groups at a time for each item. To clarify, three 2 x 2 
chi- square tests were performed for each item, comparing two 
groups at a time. Once again, the two positi,ve responses to 
each item for each group were placed into one cell, and the two 
negative responses to each item for each group, into one cell. 
In order to determine whether or not obtained results of 
the chi- square tests were significant, the values of chi- square 
according to the specific number of degrees of freedom 
c - columns 
[df = (c - 1) (r - 1), where r - rows ] were obtained from y 
Guilford ' s table of chi- square at both the five and the one 
per cent level . 
1/J . P. Guilford , Fundamental Statistics in Psychologt and 
~ducation , New York, McGraw- Hi ll Book Company, Inc., ~56 , 
p . 540 . 
If results were higher than theftve per cent or one per 
cent level on the chi-square table~ the null hypothesis was 
rejected. Likewise~ results which did not meet stipulated 
chi-square values were considered statistically insignificant; 
therefore the null hypothesis would be retained. 
18 
CHAPTER IV 
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS AND RESULTS OF THE STUDY 
On the following pages will be found Tables l, 2 and 3, 
presenting results of the chi-square computations. 
Beginning with page 23 are individual analyses of the ten 
1 items. For organizational purposes the positive and negative 
photographs follow the analysis of their respective items. 
Appearing first on the item analysis pages are frequency 
responses of members of group one to each choice offered on the 
rating scale. Frequency responses of members of group two on 
Questionnaire B are next indicated. 
The frequency responses of group three to Questionnaire B 
must be interpreted by the reader as having the opposite value 
per rating scale response as those of group two. This can 
more readily be explained with the following illustration, 
using Item l and groups two and three as an example. When a 
member of group two, viewing Positive Photograph Set A, 
responded "very typical," this indicated a positive attitude 
toward living in a dormitory room. When a member of group 
three, viewing Negative Photograph Set B, responded "very 
typical," this indicated a negative attitude toward living in a l 
dormitory room. When a member of group three, viewing 
Negative Photograph Set B, responded "atypical," this indicated 
a positive attitude toward living in a dormitory room. 
-19-
II 
Below the frequency listings are results and analyses of 
the chi-square tests computed for each item to show whether to 
accept or reject the three null hypotheses established for the 
study. 
Table 1. Obtained Chi-Square Results of Items on the 
Residence Hall Attitude Inventory Using a 
3 x 4 Table 
Groups I~ II~ III 
Item Result 
1. • • • • • • • • • • 34.07** 
2. • • • • • • • • • • 17.73** 
3. • • • • • • • • • • 11.66 
4. • • • • • • • • • • 53.28** 
5· • • • • • • • • • • 51.02** 
6. • • • • • • • • • • 10.05 
7 . • • • • • • • • • • 100.76** 
8. • • • • • • • • • • 49.37** 
-9 . • • • • • • • • • • 58.40** 
10. • • • • • • • • • • 62.82** 
**designates significance at or above the 1 per cent level 
Significant levels of chi-square involving six degrees of 
freedom are: 
12.59 for the 5 per cent level 
16.81 for the 1 per cent level 
20 
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Table 2 . Obtained Chi-square Results of Items on the 
Residence Hall Attitude Inventory Using a 
3 x 2 Table 
Groups I , II , III 
Item Result 
1 . • • • • • • • • • • • 32.06** 
2 . • • • • • • • • • • • 4 .83 
3 . • • • • • • • • • • • 2 .08 
4 . • • • • • • • • • • • 25 . 24** 
5 . • • • • • • • • • • • 24 .01** 
6 . • • • • • • • • • • • 3 .17 
7 . • • • • • • • • • • • 65 .77** 
8 . • • • • • • • • • • • 42 .95** 
9 · • • • • • • • • • • • 33 .47** 
10 . 
• • • • • • • • • • • 42 .62** 
**designates significance at or above the 1 per cent level 
Significant levels of chi- square involving two degrees of 
freedom are: 
5 .99 for the 5 per cent level of significance 
9 . 21 for the 1 per cent level of significance 
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II 
Table 3. 
Item 
l. • y 
2. • 
El 3. • 
4 . • 
5. • 
2.1 6. • 
7. • 
8. • 
g. 
• 
10. 
• 
Obtained Chi-Square Results of Items on the 
Residence Hall Attitude Inventory Using a 
2 x 2 Table 
Groups I, II Groups I, III Groups II, 
Result Result Result 
• • 5.56* 24.71** 7-79** 
~-
-
• • 
• • 
• • 14.08** 4.61* 29.77** 
-
~ 
-
• • 14.36** 4.35* 30.26** 
- - - - -
• • 
• • 35.41** 7 .50** 60.50** 
- -- - -
• • 10.22** 15.41** 42.90** 
-- -
• • .25 27.12** 21.70** 
-- - -
• • .08 18 .92** 30.60** 
-- - -· 
*designates significance at or above the 5 per cent level 
**designates significance at or above the l per cent level 
-
III 
!(, EJ, and £1 These items were not computed with the 2 x 2 
chi-square table, as they did not indicate significance in 
the preceding test. 
Significant levels of chi-square involving one degree of 
freedom are: 
3.84 for the 5 per cent level of significance 
6.64 for the 1 per cent level of significance 
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Statistical analyses of items . - -
I tem 1 . On the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory 
Questionnaire A: Living in a dormitory room is : 
(rating scale) 
very enjoyable 
enjoyable 
not very enjoyable 
unpleasant 
Group I 
r 
§~ 
2 
3 
Questionnaire B: This grouping is typical of living in a 
dormitory room : 
Group II Grou:e III 
(rating scale) f f 
very typical 14 3 
typical 21 22 
not very typical ll 19 
atypical 2 l 
A 3 x 4 chi-square table was computed with the above data . 
The obtained value or 34 .07 is greater at the one per cent 
level than 16 .81, the value required for significance with six 
degrees of freedom . The null hypothesis, that there is no 
significant difference between membership in a group, the 
1 technique assigned, and responses to items on the Residence 
Hall Attitude Inventory, was rejected . There is a significant 
difference between the three groups and their responses to 
Item 1 . 
Since the 3 x 4 table showed significance, it was 
concluded that a chi-square computed with the above data in a 
2 x 3 table would indicate whether these differences existed 
when comparing the positive and negative responses. 
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The subjects • responses were tabulated by group , combining the 
two positive responses and combining the two negative 
responses . This statistical technique enabled the author to 
determine whether any significant difference existed between 
membership in a particular group, the technique assigned, and 
positive and negative responses . The computed value of chi-
square , 32 . 06, is beyond the value of 9 . 21 which is required 
for significance with two degrees of freedom. The null 
hypothesis is not tenable, for the chi - square value indicates 
that significant differences exist between the three groups, 
the technique assigned, and their positive and negative 
responses to Item 1 . 
The need for further refinement was felt, hoping to see 
whether these significant differences between the three 
groups , the technique assigned , and their positive and negative 
responses were caused due to certain groups . Therefore three 
2 x 2 chi- square tables were used, each to indicate whether 
differences existed between a combination of any two groups and 
their positive and negative responses to Item 1. The first II 
chi- square value comparing groups one and two, was found to be 
5 .56 . This value exceeds that found at the five per cent 
level of confidence with one degree of freedom . Chi - square 
values computed for groups one and three, 24 . 71, and for groups 
two and three , 7 . 79 , are both beyond the level of significance 
required with one degree of freedom . Therefore we may reject 
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the third null hypothesis, which states there is no difference 
between membership in a combination of any two of the three 
groups, the technique assigned, and positive and negative 
responses on the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory. 
Statistically significant differences, therefore, are found to 
exist between groups one and two, the technique assigned and 
their positive and negative responses to Item 1, and also 
between groups one and three and groups two and three. 
2 

Item 2. On the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory 
Questionnaire A: 
{rating scale) 
excellent 
good 
poor 
bad 
Questionnaire B: 
{rating scale) 
very typical 
typical 
For me the social life here is: 
Group I 
f 
18 
29 
6 
l 
This scene is 1 for me 1 typical of the 
social life here: 
Group II GrouE III 
f f 
25 l 
16 12 
not very typical 5 25 
atypical 2 7 
A 3 x 4 chi-square table was computed with the above data. 
The obtained value of 17.73 is beyond that required for 
significance at the one per cent level with six degrees of 
freedom. The null hypothesis has been disproven 1 showing that 
a significant difference does exist between membership in a 
group 1 the technique assigned 1 and responses to Item 2. 
The author now desired to know if these differences were 
caused by the technique assigned a group and their positive and 
negative responses 1 therefore a 3 x 2 ta~e with two degrees of 
freedom was computed. The value obtained 1 4.83 1 was found to 
be smaller than the value of 5.99 required at the five per cent 
level of significance. We therefore conclude that no 
difference existed between membership in a group 1 the technique 
assigned and combined positive and negative responses to Item 2. 
II 
I 
I 
Since a statistical difference was not found to exist in 
the above computation, further investigation testing differ-
ences between combinations of the three groups was not deemed 
necessary. 
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Item 3. On the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory 
Questionnaire A: The amount of time I put into study in 
the dormitory is: 
(rating scale) 
more than adequate 
adequate 
not quite adequate 
two little 
Group I 
f 
4 
25 
19 
6 
Questionnaire B: The concentration on study depicted by 
this student is, of me: 
Group II Grou:e III 
(rating scale) f f 
very typical 11 10 
typical 21 11 
not very typical 12 21 
atypical 4 3 
The computed value of chi-square using a 3 x 4 table with 
six degrees of freedom to see whether a difference existed 
between membership in a group, the technique assigned and 
frequency responses to Item 3 1 was found to be 11.66, this 
value being smaller than that required for significance at the 
five per cent level. The null hypothesis is therefore retaine~ 
and we conclude that no difference between groups, the techniqu 
assigned, and frequency responses to Item 3 occur other than 
those which might be expected from fluctuations of random 
sampling. 
Although the above chi-square value does not prove 
significance, the author desired to investigate whether a 
difference might occur between membership in a group, the 
technique assigned, and combined positive and negative 
frequency responses. Results of this 3 x 2 chi-square test 
with two degrees of freedom show a value of 2.08# therefore the 
null hypothesis must once again be retained# concluding that no 
significant difference exists between membership in a group and 
combined positive and negative responses. 
Because the two above chi-square values are not signifi-
cant, the author found it unnecessary to investigate further . 
It can be safely assumed that no significant difference exists 
between membership in a combination of any two of the three 
groups and positive and negative responses to Item 3. 

Item 4. On the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory 
Questionnaire A: I consider my ~tiona with dormitory 
administrative members~ in general~ to be 
(rating scale) 
very friendly 
friendly 
not very friendly 
distant 
Group I 
f 
8 
27 
5 
13 
Questionnaire B~ In general dormitory administrative 
members are: 
GrouE II GrouE 
(rating scale) f f 
very understanding 12 3 
understanding 34 22 
not very understanding 2 12 
not understanding at all 0 8 
The computed value of chi-square for Item 4~ 53.38~ 
III 
is far 
beyond the value of 16.81 which is required for significance 
with six degrees of freedom. The hypothesis that no difference 
exists between membership in a group~ the technique assigned~ 
and responses to Item 4 is not tenable~ therefore the null 
hypothesis may be rejected. 
When computing the 3 x 2 table with two degrees of freedom 
to determine whether a difference existed between membership in 
a group~ the technique assigned~ and combined positive and II 
negative responses~ the obtained value of 25.24 was found to be 
above the value required at the one per cent level of 
significance. Therefore~ the null hypothesis may be rejected~ 
for the chi-square value indicates that a significant difference 
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II 
II 
exists between the three groups, or the technique assigned them, 
and their positive and negative responses to Item 4. 
Further refinement, hoping to see whether significant 
differences occurred between membership in a particular group, 
representing the assigned technique, and positive and negative 
responses, was obtained by computing a 2 x 2 table with one 
degree of freedom for the three paired combinations of the 
three groups. A significant difference between groups one and 
two, and between groups two and three was found at the one per 
cent level. A significant difference between groups one and 
three;:was found at the five per cent level of confidence. 
These results indicate that the null hypothesis may be 
rejected for all three combinations, with results showing that 
there is a significant difference between groups one and two, 
groups one and three, and groups two and three, or the 
techniques assigned these groups, and their positive and 
negative responses to Item 4. 
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Item 5. On the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory 
Questionnaire A: Eating in the dining room is: 
(rating scale) 
very pleasant 
pleasant 
unpleasant 
very unpleasant 
Group I 
f 
0 
25 
20 
8 
Questionnaire B: This scene is typical of me at meal 
GrouE II GrouE 
(rating scale) f f 
very typical 20 10 
typical 20 23 
not very typical 1 6 
atypical l 6 
time: 
III 
The 3 x 4 table utilized to compute a chi~square value 
for the above data indicating whether a difference existed 
between membership in a particular group 1 or the technique 
assigned that group, and frequency responses to Item 5, 
provided a value of 51.02, this value being above that required 
for significance at the one per cent level of confidence. 
The null hypothesis was rejected, therefore, results showing 
that a difference does exist between membership in a particular! 
group, the technique assigned 1 and responses to Item 5. ~~ 
Desiring to see whether the above difference would occur 
between groups, or the technique assigned them, and combined 
positive and negative responses, the investigator computed a 
3 x 2 chi-square table with two degrees of freedom. The value 
obtained from this test, 24.01 1 is beyond the value of 9.21 
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which must be attained to show that in less than one per cent 
of samples a difference would occur. The null hypothesis 
was therefore rejected 1 the conclusion being that there is a 
significant difference between membership in a particular 
group 1 or the technique assigned that group~ and positive and 
negative responses to Item 5. 
The refinement to show whether the above difference 
occurred between a combination of any two of the three groups 
and combined positive and negative responses was computed by 
using a 2 x 2 chi-square table with one degree of freedom. 
A significant difference at the one per cent level was found 
between positive and negative responses of groups one and two 1 
and between groups one and three. A difference at the five 
per cent level of significance was found between positive and 
negative responses of groups two and three. The third null 
hypothesis was therefore rejected for the three chi-square 
tests . A significant difference 1 therefore 1 exists between 
groups one and two 1 groups one and three 1 and groups two and 
three 1 or the techniques assigned these groups 1 and their 
positive and negative responses to Item 5. 
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Item 6. On the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory 
Questionnaire A: Dormitory roommates, from my experience, 
are: 
(rating scale) 
very compatible 
compatible 
not very compatible 
incompatible 
Group I 
f 
32 
19 
3 
0 
Questionnaire B: These roommates, from my experience are: 
Group II GrouE III 
(rating scale) f f 
very typical 24 3 
typical 17 5 
not very typical 7 17 
atypical 0 20 
To determine whether to accept or reject the null 
hypothesis, there is no significant difference between member-
ship in a particular group, the technique assigned, and 
responses to Item 6, a 3 x 4 chi-square table was computed. 
The obtained value, with six degrees of freedom, was found 
to be smaller than the value of 12.59 required for significance. 
I 
The null hypothesis was therefore retained. 
Although the above chi-square test does not prove 
significance, the author desired to investigate whether a 
difference might occur between membership in a group, the 
technique assigned, and combined positive and negative 
frequency responses. Results of the 3 x 2 chi-square table 
with two degrees of freedom gave a value of 3.17, this value 
being smaller than that required for significance. The null 
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hypothesis was therefore retained, concluding that no 
significant difference exists between membership in a group 
and combined positive and negative responses. 
II Because the two above chi-square values were not 
significant, further investigation was not necessary. It can 
be assumed that no differences would exist between a 
combination of any two of the three groups, or the technique 
assigned, and combined positive and negative frequency response 
to Item 6. 
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Item 7. On the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory 
Questionnaire A: I would consider it socially acceptable 
for a girl and boy to show affection, 
including the good-night kiss, by the frcQt 
door 11 
Group I 
(rating scale) f 
very acceptable 8 
acceptable 29 
not very acceptable 16 
not at all 1 
Questionnaire B: I think the vestibule is the place for 
this: 
Group II GrouE III 
(rating scale) f f 
definitely 1 0 
probably 4 4 
probably not 17 ~z definitely not 26 
The computed chi-square value of the above data, 100.76, 
is far beyond the value of 16.81 which is required for 
significance with six degrees of freedom. The null hypothesis, 
that no difference exists between membership in a particular 
group, or the technique assigned, and frequency responses to 
Item 7 on the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory, can be 
safely rejected. 
To discover if a difference occurred between membership i 
a group, or the technique assigned, and combined positive and 
negative responses, a 3 x 2 table with two degrees of freedom 
was computed. The obtained chi-square value was 65.77, this 
value being far above that required for significance at the 
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one per cent level. The null hypothesis, therefore, was 
rejectedj there is a significant difference between membership 
in a particular group, or the technique assigned, and combined 
positive and negative responses. 
The 2 x 2 chi-square table computation for combinations of 
two groups and combined positive and negative responses 
provided significant results at the one per cent level of 
confidence for all three combinations. In other words, there 
is a significant difference between groups one and two, groups 
one and three, and groups two and three, or the techniques 
assigned these groups, and their positive and negative 
responses to Item 7. 

Item 8. On the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory 
Questionnaire A: 
(rating scale) 
very easy 
easy 
not very easy 
difficu].t 
Questionnaire B: 
(rating scale) 
very typical 
typical 
Where there is free time, finding some-
thing enjoyable to do in the dormitory 
activity-wise is: 
Group I 
f 
7 
19 
21 
6 
This group is typical or one with which 
I might spend my free time in the 
dormitory: 
Group II Group III 
r r 
0 0 
6 
not very typical 34 23 
16 atypical 5 
A 3 x 4 chi-square table was computed with the above data. 
The obtained value of 49.37 is greater at the one per cent 
level than 16.81, the value required for significance with six 
degrees of freedom. The null hypothesi~ that there is no 
signific~nt difference between membership in a group, or the 
technique assigned, and responses to items on the Residence 
Hall Attitude Inventory, was rejected. There is a significant 
difference between the three groups and the techniques 
assigned them and their responses to Item 8. 
To indicate whether this difference occurred when comparing 
the groups with combined positive and negative responses, a 
2 x 3 chi-square table with two degrees of freedom was computed. 
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The obtained value was 42.95 6 which is beyond the value of 9.21 
required for significance . The null hypothesis is not tenable6 
for the chi-square value indicates that significant differences 
exist between the three groups, the techniques assigned, and 
their positive and negative responses to Item 8 . 
Since the 3 x 2 table showed significance, a 2 x 2 table 
with one degree of freedom was next computed to show whether 
the significant difference between the three groups 6 the 
technique assigned 6 and their positive and negative responses 
was caused due to certain groups . All three values obtained in 
computing combinations of the three groups were significant at 
the one per cent level of confidence . In other words , 
significant differences were found to exist between groups one 
and two , groups one and three , and groups two and three, the 
technique assigned these groups , and their positive and 
negative responses to Item 8 . The third null hypothesis, for 
Item 8, is therefore rejected . 
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Item 9 . On the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory 
Questionnaire A: When a boy says he will call you , are you 
confident that he will? 
Group I 
(rating scale) f 
very confident 
confident 
not very confident 
inconfident 
10 
33 
10 
0 
Questionnaire B: This looks typical of the result of the 
11I wonder if he ' ll call? " situation 
Group II Group III 
(rating scale) f f 
very typical 21 20 
typical 16 12 
not very typical 7 6 
atypical 4 7 
The computed value of chi- square , using the above data , 
was 58 .40 . This value is beyond that required for significance 
at the one per cent level , therefore we reject the first null 
hypothesis and state that a significant difference exists 
between membership in a particular group, the technique 
assigned, and responses to Item 9 on the Residence Hall 
Attitude Inventory. 
To determine whether this difference occurred between 
group~ , the technique assigned , and combined positive and 
negative responses, a 3 x 2 table was computed . The obtained 
chi- square value of 33 .47 allows rejection of the null 
hypothesis at the one per cent level of significance with two 
degrees of freedom . This indicates t hat there is a significant 
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,; 
difference between membership in a particular group, the 
techniqu~ assigned that group, and combined positive and 
negative responses. 
A further refinement, using a 2 x 2 table with one degree 
of freedom, was computed. Results of this test indicate that 
there is no significant difference between groups one and two, 
or the techniques assigned these groups, and their combined 
positive and negative responses to Item 9. Significant 
differences do exist at the one per cent level, however, 
between groups one and three and groups two and three with 
regard to the combined positive and negative responses on the 
Residence Hall Attitude Inventory. The third null hypothesis , 
therefore, is not rejected since there is no difference 
between groups one and two and their combined positive and 
negative responses. It is rejected for the other two 
computations, showing that significant differences do exist 
between groups one and three and groups two and three, the 
techniques assigned these groups, and their combined positive 
and negative responses. 
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Item 10. On the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory 
Questionnaire A: 
(rating scale) 
very happy 
happy 
not very happy 
unhappy 
Mail time, for me, is usually: 
Group I 
f 
13 
32 
8 
l 
Questionnaire B: This, for me, is typical of mail time: 
Group II GrouE III 
(rating scale) f f 
very typical 26 13 
typical 15 12 
not very typical 5 7 
atypical 2 1 
Using the above data, the computed value of chi-square 
was 62.82. This value is beyond that required for significance 
at the one per cent level, therefore we reject the first null 
hypothesis and state that a significant difference exists 
between membership in a particular group, the technique 
assigned, and responses to Item 10 on the Residence Hall 
Attitude Inventory. 
To determine whether this difference occurred between 
groups, the technique assigned, and combined positive and 
negative responses, a 3 x 2 table was computed. The obtained 
chi-square value of 42.62 indicated rejection of the null 
hypothesis a.t the one per cent level of significance with two 
degrees of freedom. This indicates that there is a 
significant difference between membership in a particular 
42 
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group, the technique assigned that group, and combined positive 
and negative responses. 
A further refinement, using a 2 x 2 table with one degree 
of freedom, was computed. Results of this test indicate that 
there is no significant difference between groups one and two, 
the techniques assigned these groups, and their combined 
positive and negative responses to Item 10. Significant 
differences do exist at the one per cent level, however, 
between groups one and three and groups two and three with 
regard to the combined positive and negative responses on the 
Residence Hall Attitude Inventory. The third null hypothesis, 
therefore, is not rejected for the difference between groups 
one and two and their combined positive and negative responses. 
It is rejected for the other two computations, showing that 
significant differences do exist between groups one and three 
and groups two and three, the techniques assigned these groups, 
and their combined positive and negative responses. 


Comments of students on Questionnaire A.--The author feels 
v 
comments offered by the students on Questionnaire A may be of 
interest to the reader. Below will be found combined general-
ized comments to each of the ten items. 
11 Comments regarding dormitory room living, the first area 
presented., were the following: "Socially, it's a wonderful 
experience--physically, it can be improved"; 11due to 
compatibility with roommates"; unot with six people crowded 
into a suiten; "I sometimes wish for more privacy and freedom. 11 
II Wtth respe~t to the social life" very few comments were ' I 
offered, these indicating a positive feeling. Two examples are 
11most of the time"; and, "in general, no complaints. 11 
One student commenting to Item 3 said, "not due to the fact 
that I live in a dormitory--it is just that I don't study 
enough." Other remarks indicated dissatisfaction with the 
Hall's facilities, saying, 11study halls aren't quiet enough ; 
for studying 11 ; and., "Living in a room with three girls such as I 
do is not very conducive to good study habits. 11 
Only two comments were offered for Item 4, concerning 
dormitory administrative members: one student checking 
1JNo comments were noted on Questionnaire B. The reason for 
prevalence of comments on Questionnaire A is that the students 
responding to this Questionnaire were not structured time-wise. 
Groups two and three., viewing photographs, undoubtedly felt a 
time restriction, although every effort was made to give 
adequate time for responses to each of the photographs. 
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"distant" noted, "except for my floor advisor.'..!/ Another 
said, " ••• it varies with the individual staff members." 
As might be expected, many remarks were made concerning 
eating in the dining room. These, in general, indicated 
satisfaction with the dining room itself, but extreme 
dissatisfaction with the food , and with the noise. Many of 
the comments were to the effect that students are unhappy about 
the proposed family style of serving to be instituted next year 
in Shelton Hall. Mixed reactions, as as the following, were 
expressed toward the area of dormitory roommates: "as long as 
I choose them myself"; and, "yes and no--some bad, some good . " 
The many comments offered for Item 7 all indicate that 
possibly a good-night kiss is acceptable in the vestibule of 
the Hall, but no long embraces or lingering. 
Interesting reactions to Item 8 include the following: 
11 I might add I can find something enjoyable, but rarely do I 
find something stimulating in the dormitory"; "Easy if one knows 
the people on the executive board. Otherwise--a left-out 
feeling"; and, 11as easy as at home." 
Aside from girls who noted "engaged" to Item 9, students 
indicated that generally they are satisfied, however, 
"naturally it depends on the boy in question!" 
Only a few comments were offered for Item 10, all indicat-
ing that the best mail is that from home which contains moneyl 
l/Meaning the graduate counselor, or Resident Assistant. 
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CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND SUGGESTIONS 
FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
Summary.--This study was an attempt to determine attitudes 
of women resident students toward ten areas of residence hall II 
life. Through a random process names of all women students who 
had resided for one semester or more in Shelton Hall, a Boston 
University Residence Hall for Women, were placed into three 
groups. The author established before the random process was 
begun that names occurring in group one would constitute those 
or the control group. The Residence Hall Attitude Inventory, 
Questionnaire A, was administered to this group and the 
subjects were requested to respond to ten items, each of which 
concerned an area or residence hall living. A forced-choice 
scale was utilized and subjects were requested to select one 
choice out of the four on the rating scale which best typified 
their attitude toward the area under consideration. The first 
two responses possible were positive replies, and the second 
two, negative. Group two responded to items on the Residence 
Hall Attitude Inventory, Questionnaire B, while simultaneously 
viewing corresponding pictures in Positive Photograph Set A. 
Group three was also given Questionnaire B, and responded to it 
while viewing corresponding pictures in Negative Photograph Set 
B. While the content of Questionnaires A and B are the same, 
slight differences in wording between the two were found 
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necessary. 
Three null hypotheses were established for the study: 
1 . There is no significant difference between membership 
in a particular group, or the technique assigned to a group , and 
a subject's response on the rating scale to each of the ten 
items on the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory. 
2 . There is no significant difference between membership 
in a particular group, or the technique assigned to a group, and 
combined positive and combined negative responses to each of the 
ten items on the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory . 
3. There is no significant difference between a 
combination of any two of the three groups, or the techniques 
assigned to these groups, and combined positive and combined 
negative responses to each of the ten items on the Residence 
Hall Attitude Inventory. 
It is hoped that the study will provide a contribution to 
the area of attitude measurement with the use of photographs as 
a projective device . The author would als-o like to present 
evidence of satisfaction and dissatisfaction of women resident 
students toward the ten areas selected for the study to 
residence hall personnel at Boston University. 
The statistical procedures used to determine acceptance or 
rejection of the three null hypotheses for each item were chi-
square tests . 
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Results of the first chi-square test indicated that the 
first null hypothesis could be rejected for Items 1, 2, 4, 5, 
7, 8, 9 and 10. For these items, therefore, statistically 
significant differences exist between membership in a group, 
this determining the technique assigned, and responses to items 
on the Residence Hall Attitude Inventory. 
1
1 Since results computed for eight of the ten items on the 
above test showed statistically significant differences between 
groups and their responses, a second chi-square test was 11 
computed to see whether differences existed between groups and I 
their combined positive and combined negative responses to each 
of the ten items. Significance was found for Items 1, 4, 5, 7, 
8, 9, and 10. Combined positive and negative responses to these 
items, therefore, differed among groups, or the technique 
assigned. 
11 Those items for which significant differences were found by 
using a 3 x 2 chi-square table were further refined statistic-
ally. Combinations of groups one and two, groups one and three, 
and groups two and three, were compared in order with combined 
positive and combined negative responses of subjects of the 
respective groups. This computation, then, involved a 2 x 2 
chi-square table with combined positive frequencies of group one 
(for example) in one cell, combined negative frequencies of 
group one in one cell, combined positive frequencies of group 
two in one cell, and combined negative frequencies of group two 
in one cell. 
Statistically significant differences for groups one and 
two were obtained for Items 1, 4, 5, 7 and 8. For groups one 
and three and groups two and three, statistically significant 
differences were found for Items 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, and 10. 
II Conclusions.--Although not introduced previously, the 
author felt a percentage breakdown of the total positive and 
total negative frequencies of all three groups for each item 
would be of supplementary interest to the reader. It will also 
be of direct interest to Boston University residence hall 
personnel in viewing attitudes of students toward the ten areas 
of residence hall living represented in this study. Following 
is a chart of the frequencies converted to percentages for each 
item in relation to the total positive and total negative 
responses: 
Area Item Positive Nesative 
Room 1. 65% 44% 
Social 2. 82% 18% 
Study 3. 51% 49% 
Administrative 4. 70% 30% 
Dining 5. ~~~ 47% Roommates 6. 12% 
Vestibule 7. 57% 43% 
Activity 8. ~~ 50% Telephone 9. 37% 
Mail 10. 70% 30% 
TOTAL 64% 36% 
On the basis of statistical results and the application of 
per cent levels, it seems reasonable to conclude that 
significantly more students relate positively to dormitory 
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life than those that relate negatively. 
For the benefit of residence hall personnel, the author 
will draw some conclusions on the basis of both the statistical 
findings and the percentages presented in the above chart. 
II Item 1. Finding that 44% of the students reacted 
negatively to this item indicates that living in a dormitory 
room is an area which needs concentrated efforts on the part of 
all personnel. Comments of students on Questionnaire A 
expressed discontent with seemingly overcrowded rooms, poor 
light~, and limited closet space. 
Item 2. Students in all three of the groups seem well-
satisfied with their status with regard to dating. 
Item 3. The almost equal percentages obtained on this item 
and chi-square computations both show no difference in positive 
and negative attitudes toward the area pertaining to study II 
within the Shelton Hall. Comments of students on Questionnaire 
A expressed a desire for less-crowded study hall, for more quiet 
conditions, and for general surroundings which would be more 
conducive to study. 
II Item 4. Students seem, on the whole, well-satisfied in 
their relationships with residence hall administrative 
personnel. 
II Item 5. Dining facilities and the serving of food seem to 
create a universal problem for residence hall personnel. 
Students find the dining room noisy, the food from "poor 11 to 
"lousy," but the dining room itself and eating with friends a 
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pleasant experience. 
Item 6. There seems to be a high level of satisfaction 
with the experience of living with other girls. 
Item 7. A high number of students expressed disapproval 
of the practice of couples lingering to say good-night in the 
Hall's vestibule. The solution of this problem lies more in 
the realm of individual student values and behavior rather than 
in that of administrative policies. 
Item 8. Students seem to feel percentage-wise that the 
dormitory does not provide enough in the area of activities. 
Either this, or they are not interested in spending free time in 
the residence hall. If this latter is the case, one might 
conclude that perhaps activities attractive enough to meet 
students• needs are not offered. 
Item 9. This item is closely related to Item 2 1 and 
substantiates the conclusion that students in Shelton Hall are, 
on the whole, satisfied with their social life with respect to 
dating. 
Item 10. It would seem that students are not longing to a 
high degree for mail from home or friends. This might be 
interpreted to state that either the dormitory or outside 
interests, or a combination of the two, create enough to fulfill 
the students• needs. It might also indicate that a parental 
independence has been achieved with regard to the maturity 
level of students. 
Boston University 
School of Education 
Librar y 
Concerning the use of photographs as a projective device 
for assessing attitudes, it is reasonable to conclude that on 
the basis of the application of the chi-square formulae 
differences are created in combined positive and combined 
negative responses depending on the stimulus presented to the 
subjects. 
11 Keeping in mind the random process for selection of the 
three groups, tabulated frequencies show that more students in 
group three had higher negative frequency responses to Items l, 
4, 5, 9 and 10. More students, then, had higher positive 
frequency responses to Items 2, 3, 6, 7 and 8. More students 
in group two, viewing positive photographs, had a higher 
positive frequency response on eight of the ten items. Only 
Items 7 and 8 showed a higher negative frequency response. 
Based on the above, it may be concluded that the group 
viewing negative photographs responded more frequently to the 
negative values represented, whereas the group viewing positive 
pictures responded more frequently to the positive values 
represented through the photographic medium. It may be 
concluded that the structure of the photographs had an 
influence upon the response of the subjects. 
II Suggestions for further research.--It would seem that the 
area of measuring attitudes with a photographic device is not 
only interesting, but also an effective methodology. Perhaps 
out of the improvements, refinements and suggestions forthwith 
offered by the author, possibly a more valid and more reliable 
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instrument can be constructed to assess attitudes of college 
women toward all areas of their immediate environments. 
If a test of the same nature as the author's is desired, 
an extended list developing and refining areas should be pre-
sented to a jury for validation, indicating that validity 
exists between the photographs , questionnaires, and rating 
scale for each item. 
For determining reliability of the above suggested test, 
the investigator could establish a control group to which would 
be administered the positive photographs (for example) and a 
questionnaire three times, with intervals of 'about six weeks 
between each testing period. To other groups could be 
administered all three tests, with the same interval of time 
elapsing between each administration of the test. One group 
could be tested first with the questionnaire 1 then with the 
positive pictures and questionnaire, and then with the negative 
pictures and questionnaire. Any or all other combinations of 
,sequence of tests could be administered to as many other 
groups as might be considered feasible. 
It would be interesting to develop a set of items and 
portray them as the author did, with a positive and a negative 
photograph for each item, and utilize a free-response technique. 
The author would suggest in this case that the two groups 
tested would have a six weeks' interval between the administra-
tion of the opposite test. This test eould be administered in 
small groups or individually . 
Another possibility would be that of showing three or 
four photographs of the same scene~ ranging in degree from 
positive to negative~ or from negative to positive~ and 
employing a free-response technique . 
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APPENDIX A 
LETTER SENT TO STUDENTS 
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cpprccJ.ate it ir11mcm.~lyo Cono to tho Munic f~.oom at one of the t:l.i:lea 
APPENDIX B 
RESIDENCE HALL ATTITUDE INVENTORY 
QUESTIONNAIRE A 
1 . Living in a dormitory room is _____ very enjoyable 
enjoyable 
----- not very enjoyable 
unpleasant 
---
2. For me, the social life here is excellent 
---good 
___ poor 
bad 
---
3. The amount of time I put into study in the dormitory is 
more than adequate 
---adequate 
not quite adequate 
----- too little 
4. I consider my relations with dormitory administrative 
in general, to be _____ very friendly 
friendly 
---- not very friendly 
distant 
----
5. Eating in the dining room is _____ very pleasant 
pleasant 
---- unpleasant 
very unpleasant 
----
members, 
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6 . Dormitory roommates, from my experience, are very compatible 
---- compatible 
_____ not very compatible 
_____ incompatible 
7. I would consider it socially acceptable for a girl and boy to 
show affection, including the good-night kiss, by the front door 
very acceptable 
----- acceptable 
not very acceptable 
---- not at all 
8. When there is free time, finding something enjoyable 
the dormitory activity-wise is _____ very easy 
easy 
---- not very easy 
_____ difficult 
to do in 
APPENDIX B - (Continued) 
9. When a boy says he will call you 1 are you confident 
that he will? very confident 
confident 
----- not very confident 
inconfident 
---
10. Mail time 1 for me 1 is usually _____ very happy happy 
----- not very happy 
___ unhappy 
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APPENDIX C 
RESIDENCE HALL ATTITUDE INVENTORY 
QUESTIONNAIRE B 
1 . This grouping is typical of living in a dormitory room: 
_____ very typical 
typical 
----- not very typical 
___ atypical 
2. This scene is, for me, typical of the social life here: 
_____ very typical 
typical 
---- not very typical 
___ atypical 
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3. The concentration on study depicted by this student is, of me, 
____ very typical 
typical 
----- not very typical 
____ atypical 
4 . In general, dormitory administrative members are: 
_____ very understanding 
____ understanding 
_____ not very understanding 
_____ not understanding at all 
5 . This scene is typical of me at meal time: ____ very typical 
___ typical 
____ not very typical 
____ a typical 
6 . These roommates, from my experience, are: ___ very typical 
___ typical 
______ not very typical 
___ atypical 
7. I think the vestibule is the place for this: ___ definitely 
___ probably 
_____ probably not 
____ definitely not 
8. This group is typical of one with which I might 
time in the dormitory: _____ very typical 
typical 
_____ not ~ ry typical 
____ atypical 
spend my free 
APPENDIX C - (Continued) 
9. This looks typical of the result of the "I wonder if he 1ll 
call?" situation: very typical 
typical 
-- not very typical 
___ atypical 
10. This, for me, is typical of mail time: _____ very typical 
___ typical 
59 
_____ not very typical 
___ atypical 
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